03. 533 E Street -- 1

03. 533 E Street
The Arnold Home

compiled by John Lofland

* Built 1938, an “English Revival Cottage.”

* From the late 1940s to his death at 82 in 1994, this was
the home of Hubert Amold, a multi-talented and wealthy
eccentric and UCD professor of mathematics.

* Over a period of 65 years Amold collected some 1,800
artistically crafted ceramic pieces from almost 200 artists
in several countries. These and his large antique camera
and other collections were stuffed into this house and
garage.

* Valued at several million dollars, Amold donated his
ceramics collection to the Sacramento Crocker Art

Museum, which made it a major exhibit in 1989,
* Now owned by Michael S. Brown, 533 E, Davis.

533 E. Arnold Home
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» 1940 owner: Francis J. & Bertha Meyer

* ’42 voter registration: Mrs. Ella Schmierer, housewife, Democrat & Mr.
Henry J. Schmierer, bank clerk, Democrat.

* ‘49 phone book: Minges, P. A.
’55 Phone book: Arnold, H. A.

State of Califarnia — The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND FECREATION
PRIMARY RECORD

Primary #
HRI #
Trinamial
NRHP Status Cod:__3D3CD,
Other Listings

Review Code

Reviewer

*Resaxrce Name or Address S33 E Strect

P1. Other Identifier: None
*P2. .Location: *a. County Yolo
b. Address 533 E Street
‘e. City Davis Zip 95616
d UTM:  NA
e. USGS Quad: Duavis Quadrngle
‘. Other Locational Data (APN #): 070 184-013
‘P3a. Description:

contributes to a district digible for the Cdifomnia Register,

This small English Revival Cottage has an L-shape plan with a aoss gable pof. The treatment of the front projecting gable wing
does much 1o etablish the style of the building. The asymmetrical gable swoops acrass the notth side of the front fagade to cover
the small, north oriented entry poxch. The porch features two ached openings, enclosed on the east side by a metal mil. On the
gable wall a vatically enphasized central window is flanked by mmow, muki-light double hung sidelights. To the north ofthe
entry porch thee are paired double hung windows similar in design to the sidelights of the gable end window. An nterior bdck
chimney is found on he rar slope of the principal mof The howse is cdad in stucca The building was constructed in 1938 by UC
Davis mathematics professor, Hubert Amold who lived there until his death in 1994 (Lofland, Old North Davis, p. 110). The louse
retains its integrity of design, materials, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and associgion. [t appears to be unaltaed and it

*P3b. Resouwce Attritutes: HP2
‘P4.  Resouces Present: B Buidng O Structure O Objead O Site 0O Distdct W Element of District
PSb. Description of Photo: '
View west
‘PS. Date Constructed/Age:
: : 1938 years old documented
Ps. :‘h:t‘:j:r:)or Drawing (Photograph mquired for buildings, structures, O Rehistic W Hstode
0O Bth
‘P7. Owner and Address:
Micha! Brown
533 E Street
Davis, CA 95616
‘PB. Recorded by:
Caol Roland
RolmdNawi Assccites
4829 Crestwood Way
Saxmmaoto, CA 9582
‘P9, Date Recarded: 04/07-102003
P10 Type of Survey: B htensive
O Reconnaissance O Other
Describe: Detemmination of
Local District Bigibility
*P11.  Report Citatiorx none
*Attachments: 0O NONE O Map
Sheet O Conthuation Sheet B
Buildng, Structure, and Object Record
O Unear Resource Record O
Archasological Record [ District
Record O Milling Station Record O
> Rock Art Record
O Artitact Record O Photograph

Record [ Other (List):

2003 Historic Surveyor Write up.
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» From the early 1950s to his death at 82 in 1994, this was the home of
Hubert Arnold, a multi-talented and wealthy eccentric and UCD professor of
mathematics.

» Over a period of 65 years Arnold collected some 1,800 artistically crafted
ceramic pieces from almost 200 artists in several countries. These and his
large antique camera and other collections were stuffed into this house and
garage.

» Valued at several million dollars, Arnold donated his ceramics collection to
the Sacramento Crocker Art Museum, which made it a major exhibit in
1989.

* Davis water is not fluoridated in good part because Arnold was a major
figure in a citizen campaign that stopped City officials from executing such
a plan.

* There is no City-planted Hackberry tree in the City-owned strip in front of
533 E because Arnold disliked trees that were not “native” and “natural” and
that bore eatable fruit. Over some years, he treated his city tree in ways that
resulted in its death. City officials acceded to his wish to plant the trees
currently seen in the 533 planting strip.

(It is a sign of changing times that the level of neighborhood consciousness
and concern makes it unlikely that anyone could any longer get away with
Arnold’s brazen and public illegal behavior in killing City street tree. But in
that period, no one seemed to care—or at least to think they had a right to
object to what he was doing.)

* After Arnold’s death, 533 was bought, |1 am told, for 18.6K by a young

couple who loved the home and were rumored to have spent some 60K over
several years in the 1990s in upgrading it.
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Arnold was an iconic Davis figure who attracted attention, even in the
form of artistic representation. Here is a photo of well-known local
artist Donna Billick’s sculpture of him titled “Portrait of Hubert A.
Arnold.” It shows Arnold as the bemused skeptic. (This piece is in the
Crocker Museum collection.)
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Jeffrey Briggs took this formal portrait of him that appeared in the
1989 catalog of the Crocker exhibition. This show him as the Ethereal
Reflective Elder.
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Gallery exhibition
reflects evolution
in Billick’s style

Satirical ceramic sculptures being
shown with works of Roy DeForest
are bold, lively and humorous

By MARILYN MOYLE

this

Thasksgiving is here, and
year | am thankful for our wonder
ful local art community, for the
color and spirit which it brings to
Davis, for 1ts idealism and sup
port of cultural diversity, and for
its high standards of excelience

Donna Billlek is a Davis artist
known for her “rock art.” Insplred
by Robert Ameson and Hubert
Armnodd st UC Davis, she became a
ceramic artist. She camed her
masters in fine arts from UC
Davis in 1977 and has been pro
duting ceramic art since thea.
Her selected list of shows and cor
porate and public instaliations is
more than three pages long

Billick’s public art sculptures
areall over Davis — at the Market
place shopping center, in front of
Lucky's grocery store and near the
West Davis ponds —and inthe pri
vate and corporate collections of
mamy Davis and Sascramento
homes and office buildings

Her current work at John Nat
soulas Gallery will be on display
through Monday. It includes ex
amples of ber fine sand-blasted
wall seulptures, bot its main focus

isaseries of satirical ceramic por- |

traits of women. This is a bold,
risky venture for Billick, especial-
ly since she is showing ber work
along with paintings, prints, and
furniture by Hoy DeForest, for-
mer UC Davis professor of art

De Forest's work is full of color
and energy. Last month some of
his early works were included in
an exhibit of Beat Era art of the
19605, His abstract drawings and
mixed media works in that show
were energetic but relatively dis
organized, even for that era.

His mature style, which fea
tures wild-eyed dogs, loosely
drawn, is commercially success
ful, De Forest's style seems casu
al, almost scribbly, but it is also
humorous and full of jox.

The fact that it emerged from
the fragmented, war-weary 50
gives mo hope for a botter world

JOHN NATSOULAS
GALLERY

in the 215t century

Billiek ts also an artist who in
spires hope and confidence,
partly by encouraging us to take
ourseives less seriously. Her ce
ramic portraits explore many
femsinine stercotypes — from
Pele, the Hawailan volcano god-
dess, to Princess leia of ibhe
“Star Wars" films.

But the strongest portraits are
the ones which come fram ber
own self image. “Fool Woman," a
laughing court jester with lange,
unfominine legs and foet, and
“Brat." an unglazed, white ceram-
b wosnan in posytall and baseball
cap, gazing up ot the sky, have real
appeal. The other works are enly
mildly Interesting, with the ex-
ception of “Holy Woman,” a small
sculpture in the small gallery,
unglazed and plerced all over
with neat round holes

“Holy Woaaan" is hollow, and |
have held it in my hands and felt
its presence, when Billick passed
it around to a group gathered to
hear ber speak at the Crocker Art
Musewm last spring She was talk-

ing about Hu# Amold and the
gift of his collection of fine pottery

to the museum

Billicktraveled with Arnold on
many of his collecting trips, orgs
nized his travel, and carried
heavy bags of pots for him. Like &
dovoted daughter, she took care of
him during bis last days, making it
passible for him to stay in his
small Davis bome until he died.

In return, he taught her a great
deal about collecting and encoar
aged her own art. He didn think
much of the “Funk Ant" move
ment, but be believed in Billick's
falent and emergy. | think Arnold
would have liked “Holy Woman,”
200.

A RT

Blllick is having fun in this ex-
hibit, gently satirizing herself and
all forms of women on pedestals.
“Big Blue,” a larger than life-size
sculpture of an uptight woman
with nose in the air and the same
heavy Jegs and feet which appear
in several of Billick's sculptures
is very funny

Something is going on here, a
change in Billick's focus, which is
worth watching. Trees and leaves
are also emorging as a strong im
age in Billick's works. “Roots.” a
small sculpture which has no
clear geader but an African face,
transcends the contemporary im
apes and brings us back to our
commen origin and our funda-
mental comnection to nature

Roots'ts one of
soveral ceramic
scudpeares of women
by Diavls artist
Dowsas Billyck,
which will be on
display through
Monidry at the fohn
Natsoukss Gallery in
downtown Dints

Counesy

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1996 THE DAVIS ENTERPRISEWINTERSEXPRESS PAGES
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" Hubert A. Amold

- Hubert A. Arnold died Oct. 20,

. 1994, at his home in Davis. He was
82yearsold.

Arnold was professor emeritus

of mathematics at UC Davis. He

R T

University of Nebraska, Lincoln,

in 1933. He studied at the Univer-
sity of Paris (Sorbonne) and re-
- ceived his Ph.D. in mathematics
from the California Institute of
‘Technology in 1939,

While studying at Caltech, he
became friends with mathemati-
‘cian ET. Bell, and later helped
author Constance Reid write Bel-
g:?ﬁgsﬂphv“‘l‘hes\eg;;h for ET.
oAl sl U U5, Hary

n 1942, after serving as c
of mathematios ot te aiversi

-

He joined the department of
mathematics at UCD in 1948 and
remained until his retirement in
1980. His research interests were

“differentials in abstract spaces
and the topological structure of
limits sets. He taught a variety of
courses and was known for his sta-
tistics classes and vocal support
' for greater public awareness of
the pitfalls of faulty statistical

Arnold was a person of many
talents and interests. He was an
‘accomplished piano player and
he danced with the Martha Gra-
ham Dance Troupe in New York
from 1946 to 1848.

He also collected ceramics

* from all over the world during his
many overseas trips. He donated
a collection of more than 1,800 ce-
ramics to the Crocker Art Muse-
um, including outstanding pieces
by British, Japanese and Ameri-
can artists, in addition to samples
from Mexico and Africa. His do-
‘nations helped to make the muse-
um's collection one of the best of
its kind.

Arnold is survived by his
brother-in-law, Thomas M. Davies
Sr. of Lincoln, Neb.; his nephew, 1
Dr. Thomas M. Davies Jr. and
great-niece Jennifer Davies of
‘San Diego; his nephew, Charles
Arnold Davies; his niece, Joanie

~ Davies-Killenger; and his great-
nephews, Patrick and Timothy
Killenger.

A memorial gathering will be
held Saturday, Nov. 19, at 2 p.m. in

the back yard of his home, 533 E
Donations may be made to the
Davis Friends Meeting, 345 L St,,

L

7" The location for the ia
 service for Hubert A- Arpold s
+ changed. The service will be held
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